MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

At this moment the disorders of the Caliphate brought about a
respite. But with the accession of Moawiya in 660 the struggle
was resumed. In 664 another great razzia inflicted a fresh defeat
upon the Byzantines. The army which they had sent to Hadrumut
was defeated and the fortress of Djelula captured, after which the
invaders withdrew.1 But in order to counter any further offensives
of the Byzantines, who held the cities on the coast, and also to
contain the Berbers of the Aures range, Okba-ben-Nafi, in 670,
founded Kairouan, to be the stronghold of Islam until the end of
time.2 It was from Kairouan that raids, attended by massacres,
were made against the Berbers, who still held out in their moun-
tains. In 681 Okba, by a formidable thrust, reached the Atlantic.
But a counter-offensive of the Berbers and the Romans swept the
Arabs back; the Berber prince Kossayla entered Kairouan as a
conqueror, and the Berbers who had embraced Islam hastened to
abjure it.8 It was now the turn of the Byzantines to take the
offensive. Defeated at Kairouan, Kossayla's Musulmans fell back
upon Barka, where they were surprised and massacred by a body
of Byzantine troops which had landed there (689). Their leader
was killed in the battle.4

This victory, which restored the coast of Africa to the Byzan-
tines, threatened the whole Arab invasion of the Mediterranean.
The Arabs, in desperation, returned to the charge, and Carthage
was taken by assault (695). The Emperor Leontius realized the
peril, and equipped a fleet, which, under the command of the
patrician John, succeeded in retaking the city.

In the meantime the Berbers, gathering round the mysterious
queen known as the Kahina, defeated the Arab army near Tebessa
and drove it back into Tripolitana.5

But in the following year Hassan returned to the attack and
captured Carthage (698), whose conquest was on this occasion

1 JUIIAN, op. dt., p. 318.                                             * ibid.9 p. 319.

8 Ibid., p. 320. It seems to me that this author has altogether minimized
the part- played by the Byzantines and has exaggerated the achievement of
^the Berbers.

4 Ibid., p. 32I.                                                           *  Rfat pp. 33^323.
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